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Christ’s Resurrection – Light Breaking in from the Future! 

Christ’s resurrection was the greatest in-breaking of God’s Kingdom this world has ever seen. 

The event we all celebrated on Easter Sunday was a glorious shaft of light from the future when 

all death and decay, sin and evil will be forever abolished from God’s creation. The light of 

God’s life and truth and righteousness invaded this present evil age, exposing its darkness and 

serving notice that its days are numbered! When the executed physical body of Jesus was 

infused with the indestructible life of Almighty God, the renewal of this world began! The future 

got a foothold in the present. God made a deposit of light in this world, declaring that his entire 

Creation will be re-created. Christ’s risen body demonstrates that our corruptible bodies will one 

day reflect the glory of God alongside the New Heavens and New Earth. 

 

God’s Mission to Renew this Earth 

Revelation 11:15 describes that day: "The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our 

Lord and of his Christ, and he will reign for ever and ever." That day will mark the answer to the 

Lord’s prayer “your Kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven". From then on, 

the promise of Habakkuk 2:14 will be fulfilled: "the earth shall be filled with the knowledge of the 

glory of the LORD, as the waters cover the sea". Amen? It's going to be absolutely awesome! 

Every corner of the universe will be restored to God’s original intention. Every single aspect of 

human life and society will reflect the light of God’s truth and justice and righteousness. 

Revelation 21:22 describes New Jerusalem: “The city does not need the sun or the moon to 

shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and the Lamb is its lamp. The nations will walk by 

its light, and the kings of the earth will bring their splendor into it.” There will be no corruption, no 

gang violence, no exploitation, no poverty, no tears. All will enjoy a loving community and have 

meaningful work in service to King Jesus. 



God Cares About Every Aspect of Society 

But what about now? How does this glorious future affect our broken world today? Well, if 

economies and schools and arts and businesses and relationships and the earth itself will be 

renewed by God, it shows that He actually cares deeply about all of them – and so should we! 

We should be jealous for God’s light to pervade every street of Tegucigalpa, every personal and 

professional relationship in Honduras. Your church has this Kingdom mindset and that’s why 

you pray so intensely for government officials. We are confident that God’s will shall prevail, so 

we share and live the good news tirelessly in God’s winning cause. 1 Corinthians 15 spends 57 

verses speaking of the victory that Christ’s resurrection brings us, then in the final verse Paul 

tells us how to apply it now: “Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you 

know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain.” 

 

We are to be Glimpses of the Future 

God’s invasion of light from the future continues ever since Christ’s resurrection. By His Spirit, 

the ascended Christ sends shafts of light and life into the hearts of all who believe in Him, and 

we are to shine his light in the world. Since God is on mission to redeem every aspect of human 

life and society, His people are to be used by Him to offer a glimpse of what every corner of the 

universe will look like when it is fully restored to God's original intention. We are to be signs and 

foretastes of his future Kingdom of light to the world around us, evidence that the sunrise of 

Christ’s Kingdom is truly coming. He told his followers exactly that - “You are the light of the 

world”. 

 

Light of the World 

Matthew 5:14-16: 14"You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden. 15Neither do 

people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to 

everyone in the house. 16In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see 

your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven. 

In this passage, Jesus reminds us of our purpose. Light is our identity and the function of light is 

to shine! Jesus calls us “a city on a hill”. As the church shines its light outward, it finds its true 



purpose outside its walls. Paulo Coelho wrote: “The ship is safest when it’s in port. But that’s not 

what ships were made for.” Jesus said the lamp on its stand gives light to everyone. Remember 

that God’s reign will invade every crack and crevasse of our world, including the world of 

business. He wants his glory to shine through it all. You’ve got what your country needs, so be 

visible; let your light shine. Luke puts it like this: “No one lights a lamp and puts it in a place 

where it will be hidden”, but we hide our light when we spend all our time with Christians like 

ourselves. Jesus says we are “the light ofC” what? The “light of the church”? No, the light of the 

world. If there is darkness in Honduras, God lit you to penetrate that dark place. Jesus says “let 

your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in 

heaven.” "The world is meant to see and know something about God through our lives and 

actions.” (Mark Labberton, The Dangerous Act of Worship p.37). 

 

Light-bearing Business Relationships 

Business is a great way to spread God’s light in the world. When I started my business, I was 

amazed at the opportunities that it opened up for building relationships with all sorts of people: 

customers, suppliers, advertisers, bankers, and government officials. And because of these 

relationships, our actions are visible for inspection. Businesses are by definition public entities 

that constantly interact with the community. What an opportunity to show how Jesus would treat 

a customer who is being difficult or an employee who needs discipline. What an opportunity to 

demonstrate how Jesus would fix a problem his employees caused. Remember that Jesus 

spent more time in a carpentry business than he did teaching. The potential in business for 

being the “light of the world” may be why Paul was in the tent-making business. We too quickly 

assume that he only did it to make money for his real ministry. He likely spent time with Roman 

legions for whom he made tents and uniforms. He probably provided tents to crowds of 

spectators at large sporting events. In addition to the opportunities to speak the good news, he 

could be good news through the way he did business.  

 

God’s Purpose for Business 

Even the goods and services that business creates have a place in God’s purposes. Business is 

God’s way of providing goods and services to the people of his world. Did you ever think of it 

that way? So creating the best possible products imitates God’s work which he said was “very 



good”. Excellence matters to God. The industry my business is in is known for dishonest, sloppy 

work, and lack of professionalism. So, part of the vision for my company is to raise the industry 

standard, so competitors are forced to improve if they want to stay in business. It’s starting to 

happen and I believe that matters to God. In his book Why Business Matters to God, Jeff Van 

Duzer writes that business has a two-fold purpose: “to provide the community with goods and 

services that will enable it to flourish, and to provide opportunities for meaningful work that will 

allow employees to express their God-given creativity.” (p.42) 

 

Alleviating Poverty Through Business 

So, business is an important calling that is a part of God’s eternal Kingdom purpose. One of the 

important aspects of God’s kingdom is concern for the poor. Over 2,000 verses in Scripture 

speak of God’s heart for those in need, and how our love for God is expressed in how we treat 

“the least of these”. Business has amazing potential to partner with God in this regard. Tim 

Weinhold writes: “God's ultimate poverty solution is transformed business people, inspired by 

the good their business engines can do for the poor and their community." (from article entitled 

“Gleanings – Rediscovering God’s Solutions for Poverty”) This is why God led me to start 

Entrust – to help create jobs for the poor. 

A book by Neal Johnson called Business as Mission describes how job creation alleviates 

poverty: “Businesses create valuable products and services to meet people’s chronic needs, 

and in doing so create jobs. Those jobs in turn create wages, which give people buying power. 

With their increased purchasing power these new employees are now able to buy goods and 

services that will improve living standards, health, housing, food, education and opportunities – 

not only for themselves but for their children and their children’s children. Further, this process 

will allow people to retain the dignity, self-esteem, healthy pride and realistic hope that come 

from being usefully employed and economically self-sufficient” (p.34-35). 

That’s why we want your businesses to grow, so that you can create jobs that allow the poor to 

experience the God-given dignity of providing for their own families. 

 

 

 



Summing it Up 

The invading light of Christ’s resurrection served notice that all darkness will be abolished. His 

coming Kingdom will restore every aspect of human society to God’s original intention. Knowing 

this gives us courage and confidence to be God’s instruments for change, revealing glimpses of 

His Kingdom. Jesus sends us out as his “light of the world” into its dark places. Being in the 

public forum, business is an excellent lamp for shining Christ’s light, especially through the 

many relationships it creates – as Paul found in his tent-making trade. Providing world-class 

products and services is one way business is used by God. Another of God’s purposes for 

business is providing meaningful and creative work. Creating dignity-enhancing jobs for the poor 

is a powerful way for business to express the heart of God. 

NT Wright’s book Surprised by Hope sums it up beautifully: “God’s new world of justice and joy, 

of hope for the whole earth, was launched when Jesus came out of the tomb on Easter morning, 

and I know that he calls his followers to live in him and by the power of his Spirit and so to be 

new-creation people here and now, bringing signs and symbols of the kingdom to birth on earth 

as in heaven.” 


